CHAPTER XXXVII
ALEXANDER 11
Schools, Art., Literature, and Political Movements
SCHOOLS
Craving for knowledge and the urge for self-expression through the medium of the written word and of the arts are potent social and cultural forces which the autocracies of the pre-totalitarian era never succeeded in fully controlling. Stern as was the police regime through most of Alexander II's reign it did not involve the physical destruction of all opposition or the silencing of every organ of public opinion that was not a mouthpiece of the government. Moreover, the unintelligent and obstinate refusal to make concessions to liberal opinion, coupled with the inconsistencies of official policies, defeated its own purpose by fostering political radicalism. Some of Alexander's advisers, as has already been stated, were men of enlightened views, and there were periods when the tsar himself appeared to favor liberal measures. The progress of science, arts, music, and literature noted in the earlier part of the nineteenth century was maintained and, indeed, wron for Russia a foremost place among the European nations. Of even greater significance was the emergence for the first time in Russian history of an organized revolutionary movement aiming at the overthrow not only of the autocracy but of the social and economic structure of the empire as well.
The reconstruction of the school system, from the universities to the practically non-existent primary schools, was regarded in progressive circles and by the more enlightened bureaucrats as a necessity. The dismissal in 1854 of Shirinsky-Shikhmatov suggested that even Nicholas I had come to doubt the benefits of the obscurantist regime that ruled the universities. Shirinsky-Shikhmatov's immediate suc-
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